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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
REPORT ON ACTIVITIES WITH INDIAN TRIBES  
PURSUANT TO TRIBAL GOVERNMENT POLICY 

 (July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2013) 
 
 
PROCEDURES LISTED IN THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES TRIBAL GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 
In 2006, the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) adopted a substantive policy statement (ADWR 
Tribal Government Policy) that established the basic principles governing the relations of ADWR with the 22 
federally recognized tribes within the state. The purpose of the policy was to establish the basic principles 
that govern ADWR interactions with Arizona tribes.  As policy, ADWR recognized the sovereignty of tribal 
governments and established the following procedures: 
 
1. ADWR will assist tribal governments to develop water resource programs by providing technical assistance, 
sharing data, conducting joint tribal-state projects and programs, and cooperatively resolving issues to the 
extent resources allow. 
 
2. ADWR will not conduct any activities within an Indian reservation without first receiving permission from 
the appropriate tribal official. ADWR employees are encouraged to seek written permission and not rely on 
verbal assurances. 
 
3. ADWR will enter into Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA) or Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) when 
considered mutually appropriate by ADWR and an Indian tribal government.  This is especially appropriate in 
any grant programs administered by ADWR. 
 
4. ADWR will open its training programs to tribal officials and tribal staff whenever possible. In particular, 
technical training involving technical management tools, such as remote sensing, modeling, and groundwater 
level measurements, will assist all water resource managers. 
 
5. ADWR will provide notification to affected Indian tribes about policy or management decisions that may 
affect them. 
 
6. ADWR staff will relay Indian tribal issues, including requests from tribes for technical assistance, to the 
appropriate assistant director(s) as quickly as possible. 
 
7. ADWR staff will obtain approval from their assistant director before initiating contacts with tribes. This 
does not apply to referral of complaints to the tribes or contact on ongoing issues previously approved by the 
assistant directors. 
 
ADWR’s primary function with respect to tribal entities is to provide technical assistance and information 
regarding water resources management and policy.  In FY2013, ADWR worked on the following activities that 
are related to the technical assistance procedures listed in the substantive policy statement: 
 
DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS 
   

Monitoring Technical Committee  
ADWR facilitates the work of the State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee (MTC).  The MTC is 
responsible for gathering Arizona drought, climate and weather data and disseminating that 
information to land managers, policy-makers and the public.  ADWR, in coordination with the MTC, 
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publishes a Drought Monitor Report which is sent to tribal governments.  The MTC also coordinates 
with tribal hydrologists to obtain information about local drought conditions and to share data and 
drought impact information.   
 
Interagency Coordinating Group  
The Arizona Commission of Indian Affairs has been invited to participate on the Governor's Drought 
Task Force Interagency Coordinating Group (ICG).  The ICG meets twice a year to evaluate drought 
conditions and consider recommendations to the Governor regarding drought preparedness and 
mitigation measures for the state. 
 
Local Drought Impact Groups 
Tribal governments have been encouraged to participate in the county level Local Drought Impact 
Groups (LDIG), however, only the Mohave and Pima County LDIGs are currently active due to 
resource constraints at the state and local level.   

 
WATER PLANNING 
Typically, the interaction between ADWR and tribal entities occur in the form of ADWR and tribal entities 
being members of similar groups or similar commissions as follows:  
 

Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council 
The Havasupai Tribe, the Hopi Tribe, the Navajo Nation and ADWR are members of the Coconino 
Plateau Water Advisory Council . The tribes and ADWR attend monthly meetings and have the 
opportunity to work cooperatively to share information and resources. The Navajo Nation and ADWR 
are cost-share participants in the North Central Arizona Water Supply Feasibility Study that is 
examining the feasibility of various water augmentation alternatives for the study area. In July 2013, 
the Hopi Tribe also became a cost-share participant.   
 
Water Resources Development Commission 
The Water Resource Development Commission (WRDC) was authorized in 2010 to conduct an 
assessment of the current and projected water supplies and demands through the year 2110 for the 
entire state.  The WRDC had 17 members, including the Inter Tribal Council (ITCA) and the Navajo 
Nation. In completing their work efforts, the WRDC formed a number of committees. The Water 
Supply and Demand Committee instituted a tribal working group to provide input regarding tribal 
supplies and demands.  
 
The report of the tribal working group was titled “The Future of Water Resources in Arizona: a Tribal 
Report” and can be found as Appendix 6 of the Water Resources Development Commission Water 
Supply and Demand Working Group Report.  The final report of the WRDC was submitted to the 
Governor and the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives in October 
2011.    
 
As the WRDC did not sunset until September 30, 2012, it was determined that the commission would 
continue meeting to further consider recommendations and potential development of legislation. 
The WRDC met periodically from January through September 2012. Tribal entities formed a tribal 
working group that participated extensively in the development of language that was included in the 
supplemental report of the WRDC. The supplemental report of the WRDC was ultimately utilized to 
develop House Bill 2338 that was introduced in the first regular session of the Fifty-first Legislature 
by Representatives Tobin and Barton. This bill attracted extensive opposition, primarily from 
agricultural and ranching interests within the state, and was held in committee. 
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Underground Storage and Recovery Program 
Several tribes have applied for and received Water Storage Permits (WSP) from ADWR to store water 
at underground recharge facilities.  The Tohono O'odham has a total of seven WSPs for storing 
water; three in the Tucson Active Management Area (AMA) and four in the Phoenix AMA.  The 
Pascua Yaqui have two WSPs for storing water in the Tucson AMA.  The Hopi Tribe has one WSP for 
storing water in the Phoenix AMA.  The Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) currently has three WSPs 
for storing water in the Pinal AMA. In 2013, the GRIC submitted three WSP applications in the 
Phoenix AMA. All three Phoenix AMA WSPs are currently being reviewed under the administrative 
licensing time frame by ADWR staff.      
 
Colorado River Basin States Water Supply and Demand Study 
Arizona, the other Colorado River Basin States and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) comprise the 
funding entities and Steering Team for the Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study 
(Basin Study), a study of water supply and demand through 2060 using a downscaled climate model.  
The Colorado River and its tributaries provide water to about 40 million people for municipal use; 
supply water used to irrigate nearly 4 million acres of land; and is the lifeblood for at least 22 Native 
American tribes. The Basin Study was completed in December 2012 and included a wide array of 
adaptation and mitigation strategies proposed by stakeholders and the public to address the 
projected imbalances.  
 
The average imbalance in future supply and demand in the Colorado River Basin is projected to be 
greater than 3.2 million acre-feet by 2060. The scope of the study does not include a decision as to 
how future imbalances should or will be addressed. It is BOR’s intent to work with stakeholders to 
explore strategies in the Moving Forward phase. The Moving Forward phase initiated in May 2013 in 
collaboration with representatives from the seven Colorado River Basin states, the Ten Tribes 
Partnership and conservation organizations. This phase will address the next steps described in the 
findings of the Basin Study. ADWR has supported inclusion of ITCA in the Tribal/Federal work group 
in the Moving Forward phase of the Basin Study. 

 
WATER SETTLEMENTS 
This activity of ADWR does not fall within the ADWR Tribal Government Policy, but is provided as additional 
information regarding ADWR participation with tribal entities. 
 

Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe 
Since 2004 and continuing into FY 2013, ADWR participated in settlement negotiations with the 
Navajo Nation and the Hopi Tribe. The last settlement meeting attended by ADWR was in December 
2012.  
 
Hualapai Tribe 
ADWR has been active in negotiations regarding settlement of the Hualapai Tribe’s water rights 
throughout FY2013. 
 
White Mountain Apache Tribe 
ADWR has been active in discussions with the parties to the White Mountain Apache Tribe 
Quantification Agreement to conform the agreement to the federal legislation. In addition, ADWR 
updated the Gila River Stream Adjudication and Little Colorado River Stream Adjudication mailing 
lists so that notice of the motions for approval of the settlement can be sent to all persons who have 
filed claims in those adjudications. 


